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PREMIER’S SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 2011–12 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [12.15 pm]: This morning I launched the 
Premier’s Summer Reading Challenge, an annual initiative coordinated by the Department of Education that 
encourages children to read more during the summer holidays. Children from kindergarten to year 7 who take 
part are encouraged to read for between 10 hours and 15 hours over the summer holidays, with the expectation of 
the challenge dependent on their age. 

This year marks an exciting new chapter for the challenge with the start of a partnership with the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society of Western Australia. While encouraging children to read more, and highlighting to parents the 
need for their children to continue to build on their reading skills during the holiday period, children now have 
the option to raise money for the Multiple Sclerosis Society of WA. All funds raised will remain in Western 
Australia to support people living with multiple sclerosis—MS—and other neurological disorders. 

The primary aim of the challenge is to develop children’s literacy skills, and it is a great way to maintain their 
enthusiasm for reading while they are not at school. Thousands of Western Australian children have taken part 
over the years. More than any other skill, the ability to read, and read well, helps children succeed at school, 
learn about the world around them and take their place in our community. Reading is not only fun; it also opens 
children’s minds to new ideas and builds their imaginations and creativity. The theme of this year’s challenge, 
“Explore Western Australia”, will see students using their reading and imagination to learn about the wonders of 
our state.  

In education, we never forget that parents are a child’s first educators. That is why it is so important that parents 
are also encouraged to set an example for their children by taking part in the parent challenge to read for 
15 hours during the challenge period. It does not matter whether young students open a book, magazine or 
newspaper, as long as they are reading. A recent Organisation of Economic Coordination and Development 
report on the academic results of 15-year-olds across 14 countries showed that children who develop a love of 
reading at home are more likely to succeed at school. 

The challenge runs from 1 December to 6 February. Each child who participates will receive a certificate from 
the Premier and go into the draw to win prizes, with first prize being a family holiday worth $6 000. Children 
who fundraise for the MS Society of WA will also receive additional prizes. Children can either register for the 
challenge online or collect a reading log from their local public library. 
 


